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From Our
President:

July 25,2010
Men at the
    Cross

I had a plan for Saturday July 24, 2010. For way
longer than I want to admit I have needed, and
Debbie has reminded me a few times, to seal the
driveway. Now all who have come to my house
know the size of that job; our driveway is all of
about six feet long. Well Debbie intervened and
the driveway did not get done. You see, last
weekend she asked me if I was going to go to
the Men at the Cross presentation at Grace
Church. I had thought about it, when the topic
came up at the July RRJ meeting but I was
thinking how long I had put off the driveway
job. Over a few days Debbie encouraged me to
consider going to Men at the Cross and
suggested I see if other Road Riders were going.
I had another busy week at work but took the
time to call our Chaplain, Dennis Bauer, to see
if he was going. Dennis was and was also kind
enough to buy me a ticket on line.
Dennis and I road our motorcycles over to
Grace Church and joined about three thousand
other men and several hundred teens. We had
other Road Riders there but it was impossible to
find them in the crowd.

The opening was a reenactment of the
crucifixion. As a long time Christian, I have seen
a considerable number of these. This one was not
exceptional but did a decent job of depicting the
tremendous pain and suffering our Savior, Jesus
Christ, went through. The difference this day was
how it connected to my heart. I wiped some tears
and considered the tremendous love for me which
was poured out that day so I will be able to stand
on judgment day with the purity of Christ instead
of the uncleanness of the sinner that I am. I am
reminded of my all time favorite hymn Amazing
Grace.
        Joe White, whom I had not heard speak
before, gave a talk about the nails used to hold
Christ to the cross. He asked if we would be men
of the Cross taking our nails of confession,
courage and commitment. Confession; I do need
to confess my sins because I struggle everyday to
live as a child of God. What are my every day
struggles; attitude, complaining, indifference, self
absorption, controlling my speech in my mind as
much as verbally, anger, etc? Courage; do I have
the courage to stand up and speak out for Christ
to the lost? I believe Road Rides has helped me
in this area but there is always room for
improvement. Commitment; how committed am
I? How committed are you?
Others, at the conference, spoke of where our
hearts are (a major topic of Jesus during His
ministry) and we were challenged to share the joy
of marriage by loving our wives as Christ loves
the Church.
                                               Continued on page 2
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Jack and Debbie Ross
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Thursday Chapter Night Out
Schedule for 2010.

Following are the dates and hosts.

August 12- Bev and Jim Furqueron
September 16- Steve Schroeder
October 14- Gary Pohlman
November 11- Dave and Penny Iannacone

Meetings are the 3rd Saturday of each month
at 8:30am.  Our location is the

Ridgecrest Baptist Church. The address is:
1731 Zumbehl Rd,

Saint Charles, MO 63303
For further information contact:

Contact Jack Ross at 636-493-0515
or e-mail  jackrossrrj9@yahoo.com

Being able to combine motorcycle riding with
our love of Jesus

Gives our members a special bond.

Chapter night out for July
 was held on the 12th of July and was hosted
by Jack and Debbie Ross. We had dinner at
Quintessential located in historic downtown
St. Charles, MO.
Those in attendance were Jack and Debbie
Ross, Linda and Russ Wiedner Dennis
Bauer and Gary and Karen Pohlman.
Make plans to join us on August 12th for
some good food and fellowship.

Continued from page 1

Where are you men? Do you think about
what God wants you to do daily and all your
life? Sometimes we need to stop, be quiet
and search. How can I help others, is there
someone I need to step up beside and
mentor? What can I do in my Church to help
young people walk through life on a better
path than I have? Are you as a Road Rider
for Jesus doing all you can do to advance the
Gospel? Be alert, you never know when that
divine moment will be there right in front of
you when someone is ready to hear the
Truth of the Gospel or when an extended
hand will make the difference in the life of
another.

Three nails of the Cross
Confession, Courage and Commitment

Jack Ross
President
RRJ Chapter 9
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Chaplain’s Corner
 By Dennis Bauer

Why Are We Here?

A young pastor was preaching in a sanitarium.  His first statement was
“Brother and Sisters.  Why are we all here?”  To which one of the
residents responded, “Brother, we’re all here because we not all there.”

When the preacher regained his composer he resumed with the sermon.

The question still stands. For RRJ9, “Why are we here?”
1. To ride our motorcycles?
2. To Minister to one another?
3. Enjoy the fellowship of like-minded brothers & sisters?
4. Use our bikes as tools to open conversations?
5. Witness to Jesus Christ and His salvation?

Yes, to all of these, and more.  Questions 1, 2, & 3 are being fulfilled constantly.  However, 4 & 5 offer
a special kind of challenge that moves us out of our comfort zone.
Some suggestions are:
1) To carry a supply of RRJ informational pieces along with Gospel tracts to be distributed to those

who express some interest in motorcycles.
2)  Pray for opportunities to present a positive witness for Christ,
3)  Look for a chapter project that will honor Christ and draw people to him.

These are just a few of the possibilities.

Please be praying with me for the Lord to reveal specific ways we can carry out the RRJ motto,
“Motorcyclists with a Mission.”  Think in terms of individual and corporate opportunities.  The next
time we meet as a chapter, please come prepared with the ideas the Lord has given you.
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Dennis Bauer



Watch the Signs
A police officer pulled over an inexperienced motorcycle couple on
HWY 21 and said to the driver, “Sir, you’re driving much too slow,
could you please drive faster?”
And the driver said, “Oh, I saw the sign with the “21” and assumed the
speed limit was 21mph.
The officer explains: “No Sir, the speed limit is 55 mph. The highway
number is 21. Then the officer looked at the passenger and seen the lady
 shaking like a leaf on a tree.
“Excuse me Sir, what’s wrong with your passenger?”
“Oh, that’s probably because we just got off Highway 270!”

Safety Tip of the Month:
When your line of sight or path of travel becomes restricted,

reduce your speed and use great care.
On the surface this seems to be a no-brainer, but think back to the last time a car you were following
began to slow down. Did you slow and maintain a safe following distance, or did you end up
tailgating until the car turned or stopped? This is a very common mistake that many of us are guilty of
committing. Unless "the force" is strong with you (and there are not many Jedi Knights on this
planet), it is tough to avoid what you cannot see. Have you ever hit a pothole in the road because you
were traveling to close to the vehicle in front of you? It could be an expensive lesson that could be
avoided. Simply put, if you can’t see, slow down. Rain and fog are examples of situations where less
speed = more reaction time = safer riding. Curvy forest or mountain roads are fun, but because their
sight lines are shorter, you need to reduce your speed to be prepared for surprises like deer, big rocks,
and large vehicles straddling the centerline.
Drive safe, and be careful out there!
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                                          Praise and Prayers:

·  Praise for Gary Pohlman’s new grandson, Curtis  (Curt’s son)
·  Pray for Trish’s sister, Dee Bevil.  She is waiting for test results for breast cancer to decide the

course of action.
·  Continue to pray for Kelly (Russ and Linda Wiedner’s daughter).  She is 6 months pregnant with

triplets and has been put on bed rest.  Pray that she will be able to stay home and not have to be
hospitalized for the bed rest.

·  Pray for Gene Gipson who is going out of town on Friday, July 23.  Pray for safe travel and for
Lonnie while he is away.

·  Pray for David Iannacone who is in the Ukraine on mission trip until July 24.
·  Pray for Pete Petri.  Early in August he will have surgery for the 4th time on his chest to deal with

scar tissue that resulted from his open heart surgery.
Pray for Donna Reed who is leaving Sunday, July 18 for a week long mission trip.



�

              Featured Member
Shawn Darnell is our featured member this month.

Shawn and his wife Chris met when they were in high school
and have been married for 21 years. They have two girls,
Emily who is 13 and Sarah 11 years old.
He has lived in St. Charles since 1983 and came from
Tennessee prior to that. He is co-owner of Westover Graphics.
Shawn has been riding for a long time, off and on since he
was 10 years old. He currently rides a Honda VTX 1300,
 riding at least one or two times a week. He likes traveling out
Hwy 94 towards Augusta and stops at any restaurant that has pie!
He has been a member of Road Riders For Jesus Chapter 9 since 2005.
When asked if he has taken any long trips on his motorcycle he stated that he has been back and forth
to Tennessee to see his brother and has also been on three week long trips with RRJ Chapter 9. His
favorite memory of a chapter trip is when he had to ride on the back of Greg Perrault’s bike because he
had a flat. They got some good looks and, boy was he embarrassed.
Some of Shawn’s other interest include, working around the house. He had someone frame out a 3rd car
extra deep garage in which he finished it up. This gave him the confidence to build a four-season room
a couple of years ago. He also has done some wood working like bookshelves, coffee tables, and an
entertainment center. He would like to make all new kitchen cabinets but he doesn’t know if his wife
will have the patience for that.
Shawn attends Harvester Christian Church and thinks one
of the great things about his church is that there are lots of
different activities and worship opportunities.
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Members: This is your newsletter! Please send your comments, praises, or just stories to the editor.
Email them to Gary@GaryPohlman.com . We are One family and would like to hear from you!

Shawn Darnell
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Up Coming Events

September 8 – 12 2010
Days of Praise Rally

@ Pinecrest Camp in Cherokee Pass, MO.
Come as many days as you can.  Details and

registration in Rider’s Call

October 2, 2010 10:30 am
Missouri Chapters Toy Run

Benefits Mexico Orphans.  Meet @ Mobile
Sta. I-44 (exit 240) in St. Clair.  Ride to Rolla

and meet Jeff City and Salem Chapters.
For More Information call:

Mike 314-280-2714.

Road Rider for Jesus Chapter 9
Meetings are the 3rd Saturday of

each month at 8:30am.
Our location is Ridgecrest Baptist Church.

Located at
1731 Zumbehl Rd,

Saint Charles, MO 63303
For further information contact:

Contact Jack Ross  at  636-493-0515
or e-mail  jackrossrrj9@yahoo.com

Join us at 7:30am the morning of our
meetings for breakfast and fellowship
at The Bread Co. 2079 Zumbehl Rd. in
Bogey Hills Plaza,  just south of I-70.

Being able to combine motorcycle
riding with our love of Jesus

gives our members a special bond.

Would you like an Event Posted!
Contact

Gary @GaryPohlman.com

Aug 13-14-15, 2010
West Virginia Rally

Leaving Friday, Aug 13, 6 a.m.  If you want
to go, contact Jack,  314-704-6566

August 21, 2010
Ride For Rocky

Have Bible Will Travel
Raffles, Auctions, Food & Fun at each stop.
Sign up 10 – 11:30am, Ride starts at 12pm.

For more info contact:
Vicky Rankin 314-409-9332

August 7, 2010
Grace Family Out Reach Poker Run

Park Hill MO
Registration  10-11am, last bike in by 4pm

$20 1st Hand $30 for 2 Hands Din. Included
More info- Chris 573-358-1929 or Ruth

314-837-7811
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RRJ 9 Meeting minutes
July 17, 2010

There were 21 people in attendance at the meeting. This included several visitors.
Prayer requests:
·  Praise for Gary Pohlman’s new grandson, Curtis  (Curt’s son)
·  Pray for Trish’s sister, Dee Bevil.  She is waiting for test results for breast cancer to decide the

course of action.
·  Continue to pray for Kelly (Russ and Linda Wiedner’s daughter).  She is 6 months pregnant with

triplets and has been put on bed rest.  Pray that she will be able to stay home and not have to be
hospitalized for the bed rest.

·  Pray for Gene Gipson who is going out of town on Friday, July 23.  Pray for safe travel and for
Lonnie while he is away.

·  Pray for David Iannacone who is in the Ukraine on mission trip until July 24.
·  Pray for Pete Petri.  Early in August he will have surgery for the 4th time on his chest to deal with

scar tissue that resulted from his open-heart surgery.
Pray for Donna Reed who is leaving Sunday, July 18 for a week long mission trip.

Jack modeled a RRJ shirt that is red.  This shirt will be the next chapter shirt.  Jack will send out an
email about placing an order.  Short and long sleeve will be available.

Treasurer’s report/ Pass the hat: Beginning balance in July was $ 739.28.   Pass the hat collection
today was $70.

Web site/ Newsletter news:    [Contact: Gary Pohlman, Webmaster, gary@garypohlman.com]
·  Gary, our webmaster, needs a bio on all RRJ9 members.  Please get them to him.
·  We need articles submitted for the RRJ9 newsletter.  If you take a ride or attend an event, please

take pictures and then write a paragraph about the trip and send to Gary.
·  In future newsletters, we will have the last page as advertisements. If you have anything that you

would like to advertise (business, etc.) please submit the information to Gary
 All upcoming events are listed on the RRJ web site   www.RRJ9.org

Here are a few of the upcoming events;
·  Fri, July 23, VBS Bike Show at Have Bible Will Travel, 1745 Craig Rd, Maryland Heights. Bring

candy to give to the kids.  6:00 or whenever you can get there.
·  July 24, Men at the Cross event at Grace Church, 2695 Creve Coeur Mill Rd. Maryland Heights.

More info can be found at http://www.menatthecross.org/Saint%20Louis%202010.aspx
·  July 30-31, Ohio 1st Rally.  If you want to go, contact Jack Ross
·  August 7, Grace Church Poker Run, 521 E Main, Park hills, MO.
Aug 14-15- West Virginia Rally-  Leaving Friday, Aug 13, 6 a.m.  If you want to go, contact Jack.

                                                                                                                       Continued on page 8
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Minutes from July 17, 2010
Continued from page 7

Dennis led the devotional today.  He gave everyone the opportunity to give a testimony of what God
is doing in their lives.  Testimonies were given of God’s faithfulness to provide, how God answered
prayers, how God gave peace, and how God gave freedom from strongholds by drawing close to
Him.
Dennis challenged us to pray about what we can do to share Christ in our community.  He made
some tracts available so that we would be ready when God presented the opportunity to share. Pray
for the next month and ask God to help give an honest evaluation of how we can reach out, as
individuals and as a chapter.

Safety tip:  Russ talked about staggered formation.  Ride like an individually even though you are
riding with a group.   Give everyone the freedom to react to what is happening on the road.

The meeting ended in prayer.
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Web Site of the Month
www.MotorcycleCruser.com

This is a link to the magazines web site, which has all types of motorcycle information.
From all the latest models, tech help, to motorcycle events. All of this is available with a
click of your mouse!

Things my Motorcycle has Taught Me

Midnight bugs taste just as bad as noon time bugs.

 Saddlebags can never hold everything you want, but they CAN hold everything you need.

Don't ride so late into the night that you sleep through the sunrise.

Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of gas before you can think straight.

There are two types of people in this world …
People who ride and People who wish they did.
 Thanks to: Dale Cochran
More thoughts next month!



GOD IS THERE---EVEN IN THE MIDDLE OF VIRGINIA!

Last month my daughter, Mallory, and my granddaughter, Anna, and I took a trip to
Newport News, Virginia to visit with my other daughter, Melissa and her husband
David. It was a VERY long drive (17 hours) but well worth it. We had a great week
of catching up, and visiting historic places of interest.
We left for home, not looking forward to the drive, on Friday night around 6 p.m.
Some of you may remember that little Anna had a seizure last October. No warning,
and they don't know what caused it. It didn't last long, but it was scary enough that
we called 911.
Well, you guessed it, around 9 pm, somewhere in "no-man's land, VA" Anna had
another seizure. We both stayed surprisingly calm. We knew what to do, which was
pretty much, nothing--just let it run its course.
But I had to do something, so I pulled over and got in the back seat and laid my
hand on Anna and said a prayer for healing. In a matter of minutes, she was back to
normal. Her first words after coming out of it were, "Hi, Papa".
Why do we continue to be surprised when God answers our prayers? Let us never
forget that He is there with us, in all places, at all times, as He was with us that
night. We felt pretty helpless, miles away from any towns, police or hospitals. But
looking back, we were never alone and He had Anna is His arms the whole time.
GOD IS GOOD, ALL THE TIME!

Steve Schroeder
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Chapter 9 Dinner Ride
July 5, 2010

The day after the 4th of July, Chapter 9 organized an evening catfish dinner run to Calhoun County
Illinois. Our hats go off to Jack Ross for leading our group across the river on the Golden Eagle
Ferry and all around the county. We stopped for dinner at Mel’s Illinois River Dock Restaurant in
Hardin IL. On the way home we were blessed with one of the most beautiful sunsets that I have seen
in some time. Thank you Lord for these opportunities.
                                                                                                                                       Gary Pohlman
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Have Bible Will Travel
New Chapter Start up Meeting

July 14, 2010

On a Wednesday evening many Road Riders For Jesus from many chapters in Missouri and
Illinois gathered together at the Have Bible Will Travel Church located on Craig Rd in Creve
Coeur, Missouri. I am always amazed at the hospitality shown by churches who welcome our
ministry. A Potluck dinner was served to several hundred people, and the food was in
abundance. After the meal the Road Rider Ministry held an informational start up meeting,
lead by Mike Burger. A special thank you to Pastor Pat Rankin for all his church’s
preparation and a thank you to all Road Riders For Jesus members for the large turn out and
showing what kind of ministry we are.
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July 17, 2010
Saturday Morning at St Louis Bread Co

Before Our Regular Meeting

Come join us at 7:30am on Saturday mornings before our regular meetings. You are
guaranteed to hear some good stories. (Some true, some questionable!), but all in good fun
and fellowship! We then proceed as a group to our meeting location for some serious and
not so serious meeting agenda. Hope to see you there!
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